A GOD READY TO PARDON 
".. thou art a God ready to pardon...” (Nehemiah 9:17) 


God, as He has revealed Himself to us in the scriptures delights to shew mercy 
and to pardon guilty sinners. He has not left us to guess about His character. 
David said of Him, “Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in 
mercy unto all them that call upon thee” (Psalm 86:5). His readiness to pardon 
is seen in His long-suffering to Israel. God's dealings with national Israel are 
very typical of His dealings with spiritual Israel. Though we are no more 
deserving of mercy than they were, yet God in Christ Jesus has been pleased 
to choose, justify and pardon His elect (Romans 3:24). God's readiness to 
pardon His people is seen in the following points. 

1) In His Eternal Purpose (Ephesians 3:8-12)! We must never think that Christ 
Jesus died to make God merciful. The death of the Lord Jesus is the result of the 
eternal purpose and love of God (Revelation 13:8). Before Adam's rebellion ever 
took place the remedy and redemption of the sheep of Christ was absolute and 
certain (1 Corinthians 15:22). Before Adam ever fell Jesus Christ stood as the 
Surety and Mediator of the covenant of grace (Hebrews 13:20). 

2) In His Gracious Provision (Galatians 4:4-7)! God at great cost to Himself, 
from His own bosom gave His only begotten, well beloved Son (John 3:16). 
God in His holiness and strict justice cannot simply give the sinner pardon, 
without honoring His justice (Ezekiel 8:20). Therefore, God took to Himself 
sinless humanity. Living as our representative He perfectly obeyed the law for 
us in all its precepts & penalties (Romans 8:1-4). 

3) In His Satisfying Propitiation (Hebrews 2:16-18)! How can God be just and yet 
justify the ungodly; be a just God and Saviour? That is the vital question of the hour, 
that nobody is asking. The only way is for God Himself to satisfy His own justice 
(Isaiah 53:10). This is what happened at Calvary. The Lord Jesus Christ died in the 
place of His people, as the sinner's Substitute. Bearing the sin of His people being 
laid upon Him (Isaiah 53:6), He suffered for them to satisfy God's justice (2 
Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18). The atonement doesn't change the character of 
God, it honors and glorifies His justice and His mercy (Psalm 85:10). 

4) In Preaching The Gospel (1 Corinthians 1:17-21)! God in His infinite wisdom 
has devised very simple means to call out His elect (Romans 10:13-17). God 
effectually calls out His sheep through the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
(John 10:27). Wherever His people are, whoever they are, God will cross their path 
with the truth of salvation revealed in Jesus Christ (Acts 8:26-40; 1 Peter 1:23-25; 
James 1:18). — TOM HARDING 
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Beloved believing sinner, God regards you as He regards His beloved Son. 
‘This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear ye 


Him” (Matthew 17:5) You see that? He is well pleasing to the Father. And 
beloved, that's what you are in Christ. Indeed, He “present you holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable in His sight” (Colossians 1:22). 


Sinners are welcome at our church. We are a local body of the Lord Jesus Christ. As you 
spend time with us, you'll soon discover we're an imperfect church, with an imperfect 
pastor, yet by God's underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel 
of our never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name JESUS for HE SHALL (not 
might, not maybe) rather HE SHALL save His people from their sins. And beloved 
believing sinner you already know it- you are complete in Him, saved to the uttermost. 


We are situated 1 mile south of the Denny's Restaurant located right by the corner of US 
Highway 59 and State Highway 242. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Liam Spring - September 30th 


Be sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, audio messages, and books. 
sovereigngrace.us - Our church website, bulletins, articles 
bookshelf.sovereigngrace.us - Free ebooks, tracts, booklets 
appsermons.sovereigngrace.us - Audio messages for Apple devices 
andsermons.sovereigngrace.us - Audio messages for Android devices 
apparticles.sovereigngrace.us - Audio Articles for Apple devices 
andarticles.sovereigngrace.us - Audio Articles for Android devices 


GRACE ARTICLES 


GOD WILL PROVIDE 
"...Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they 
went both of them together.” (Genesis 22:8) 


What beauty is found in the words of faith that Abraham expressed to 
his beloved and only son Isaac, who God commanded him to sacrifice. 
“God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering.” What a picture of 
“Divine Substitution.” God not only provides for us a sacrifice, but Christ, 
who is God, is the perfect Sacrifice and Substitute for chosen and elect 
sinners. God will provide Himself! [AMEN!] — DAvID EDDMENSON 


WE HAVE AN ADVOCATE 
“And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous." (1 John 2:1) 

This scripture recognizes our frail, sinful human nature. A believer 
does not love sin, does not excuse or justify sin, but grieves over sin 
and desires to be without sin. Yet he owns and confesses his sin! As 
Spurgeon once said, “Sin is my name, sin is my nature, and to deny is 
to deny the Word, deceive myself and call God a liar. My old nature is 
such that | will sin until | die, for sin pollutes the best things | do.” 


This scripture encourages the believer to trust and hope in the mercy 
of God AT ALL TIMES! It does not say, ‘If any man is holy, prayerful, 
and almost faithful, he has an advocate;’ but “If any man sins, he has an 
advocate with the Father.” It does not say, ‘If any man sins he forfeits 
his right to Christ's advocacy.’ Grace that can be forfeited because of 
human failure is not Grace at all. Mercy that is conditioned upon the 
merit of the creature is not mercy at all. If my title to glory rests upon 
my works, either before or after conversion, it is a total failure. 

This scripture declares that at all tires, under all conditions, Jesus 
Christ is our righteousness, our sanctification, our advocate and our 
redemption. So when | sin, when | consider my past or present, and 
come creeping to my closet with a guilty conscience and an aching 
heart, | can rejoice in the mercy of my Father; for | have an ADVOCATE, 
JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS! — HENRY MAHAN 


